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REPORT FROM THE SURVEY 
 

Organization: Emphasys Centre 

Country: Cyprus 
 

Participants (number, place of work, seniority level): 
 
The total number of Cypriot teachers who have taken part in the survey is ten; four of them are from public 
schools (primary, lower and upper secondary school) and the other six are from Private Educational Centres.  
There were four teachers with an experience of 3-5 years, two teachers with 6-10 years of experience, two with 
11-15 years, and the other two with more than 15 years.  

 

1. What techniques do you use to support dyslexic students learn a foreign language? 
 
In order to support dyslexic students learning a foreign language, most of the teachers involved in the survey 

declared to use audiobooks virtual materials and technological tools such as Dolphin Easy reader and Grammarly 

for spelling; they also said they prepare interactive lessons, focusing on speaking tasks rather than reading tasks. 

Roughly all of the teachers state that they try to read aloud during lessons and avoid asking dyslexic students to 

read, themselves, out loud. 

 

2. List the challenges and gaps of teaching pedagogies for dyslexic children (DYSCHII) using digital 
tools. 

The teachers which filled out the survey underlined that in most cases public schools do not provide the essential 
digital equipment to teach dyslexic children. Moreover, there is a lack of organization, resources, and funds and 
they feel that they are not trained or supported enough on how to deal with this problem. Some also specified 
that it is difficult for them to build a proper learning balance within the classes. 
 

3. What barriers do EFL teachers face when teaching dyslexics? 
 
EFL teachers seem to notify that very often they are not well-informed about the dyslexic children's situation 
and that parents do not easily collaborate with them. Instead some parents choose to ignore the problem.  
Another barrier that they face is related to the big number of students per class. Because of this it is difficult for 
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the teachers to spend the proper time and attention with the dyslexic students, who are more introverts and 
need more support for spelling and comprehension issues, especially in the English language. 
 

4. Does your government provide training for teachers related to the foreign language learning of 
dyslexic students? If so, list which ones. Are they free or paid? 

 
It has been stated that most of the time the public school system does not provide any kind of courses specifically 
targeted for English teachers and regarding dyslexic students. In fact, very rarely some private organizations, 
such as the Pedagogical Institute, do offer training for teachers related to the foreign language learning of 
dyslexic students but they are quite general. Also the limited seminars provided by private organisations are not 
free. Furthermore, the teachers highlighted that there is not enough promotion or advertising about these types 
of courses. 
 
 

5. What are the gaps in teaching pedagogies for dyslexic children (DYSCHII) in terms of using new 
technologies? (The gaps can be closely related to the particular needs of both teachers and dyslexic 
children). 

 
As mentioned before, teachers claim that in many cases there are not enough funds to buy and use technological 
and digital devices.  Moreover, they feel that they are not well prepared on how to use new technologies, plus 
they do not spend the right amount of time with dyslexic students during lessons. 



 

 


