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REPORT FROM THE SURVEY 
Organization: ASOCIATIA BUCURESTI PENTRU COPII DISLEXICI 

Country: ROMANIA 

 

 

 

Participants (number, place of work, seniority level): 

In Romania, a number of 13 teachers from the state education, teachers of English, specialists in 

recovery therapy for students with Special Educational Needs participated in the survey activity. 

A number of 8 having over 15 years of work experience,  the rest up to 15 years. 

1. What techniques do you use to support dyslexic students learn a foreign language? 

In Romania, law 6/2016 and the methodology of application according to OMEN 3124/2017 is in force, 

through which dyslexic students who have a valid certificate attesting the presence of Special 

Educational Requirements, with the mention Specific Learning Disorders, benefit from compensation 

tools provided in the Personalized Educational Plan, PEP. 

In this sense they can use different software (in English there are more such applications than in 

Romanian), and teachers can also use in class some applications that are very useful both dyslexic and 

their colleagues.  

Generally speaking, teaching dyslexic children is not easy. Teaching children with dyslexia requires the 
involvement of all senses, it is poli-sensory. Many dyslexic children will enjoy the multi-sensory 
methods of language teaching which involve role play, games, singing and other group activities. 
Methods of teaching dyslexic children include( among others): slow reading, reading comprehension 
exercises, vocabulary exercises, repetition, drilling, project method, remembering words in context, 
associating words with images (image-word pairing), using visual aids or using new technologies,  role-
play game, different applications in the Microsoft program, Multisensory learning, multimedia content 
delivery, speech to text apps, digital interactive games, OpenDyslexic font, videos, flashcards.  

 

 

Seniority level

1-2 years 3-5 years 6-10 years 11-15 years more than 15 years
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2. List the challenges and gaps of teaching pedagogies for dyslexic children (DYSCHII) using digital 

tools. 

One of the most important challenges is the lack of financial resources to provide digital tools for all the 

children (especially to those in rural areas).  Even if almost any book has an audiobook counterpart, it is 

not (properly) used. 

This results in the fact that not all children have the possibility tot practice outside the therapy area, 

using the appropriate tools. 

Other challenges are: Poor ICT skills, inadequate equipment (old computers), lack of touchscreen 

devices.  

Specialist in therapy mentioned:  

• access to hardware support is limited and uneven 

• the teaching staff does not master the digital tools 

• the combinations of provided cases are limited in volume and do not offer the necessary 

support for the child to acquire the essentials; in other words, the child learns the set of 

combinations provided by the instrument and relates to them particularly 

• there is a temptation to use the hardware support for something else (games, social media, 

etc.) both by children and the teaching staff 

During the pandemic time it was harder to use sensory techniques in online classes, having not enough 

resources to find more online games to play with children, such as board games. 

Another important challenge is related to the very short lesson time and great number of students in 

the classroom: it's difficult to use digital tools during every lessons. Teachers suffer from luck of time 

during 45 minutes lesson if they have to prepare digital tools  every time  in different classrooms ( also 

problems with equipment and internet provider) . 

3. What barriers do EFL teachers face when teaching dyslexics? 

The challenges turn often into obstacles, as: 

The overcrowded students classes represent a barrier , teacher having not the  possibility to give enough 

time and  attention to all the students, especially to dyslexics.  

Not all the teaching staff is aware of Dyslexia. A whole-school involvement is needed to get better results 

in teaching dyslexics. Than the lack of Adapted Curriculum can be a barrier. 

Lack of learning materials tailored to their needs, lack of training regarding SEN. 

Because there is not enough training at the level of teachers regarding the methods of working with 

children with TSI, as well as their characteristics (such as short and long-term memory, attention, 

phonemic hearing, their weaknesses and strengths), the main barrier is not knowing how to work with 

dyslexic children, both at the level of foreign languages, and especially at the level of the English 

language. 

The child's difficulty în following the task, writing from the board, losing interest, lack of materials. 

Most children are ashamed and lack confidence. Some parents refuse to admit that the child is dyslexic, 

which leads to a lot of extra stress and pressure for the child.  
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Some teachers are not interested in individual work but teach the same for all students. 

Students' emotions / lack of resources . 

Teacher often lack the proper knowledge about this problem, or even  know nothing about, unless they 

met it themselves. 

4. Does your government provide training for teachers related to the foreign language learning of 

dyslexic students? If so, list which ones. Are they free or paid? 

Zero. No specific training for teachers related to the foreign language learning of dyslexic students in 

Romania. 

There are trainings, most of them private (around 50% organised by ABCD) related to teaching of 

dyslexic students, but no specific trainings on foreign languages. 

As resulted from the focus group in Romania the EFL for dyslexics is based on parents’ initiative to pay 

extra private lessons for their children. This results to consider EFL for dyslexics in mainstream schools 

would not be an important issue to be considered by the authorities.  

5. What are the gaps in teaching pedagogies for dyslexic children (DYSCHII) in terms of using new 

technologies? (The gaps can be closely related to the particular needs of both teachers and 

dyslexic children). 

Some of the gaps in teachning pedagogies in terms of using new technologies are:  

Not enough access to new technologies for teaching dyslexic children. 

The assistive technology is, in many cases, not used, because many teachers, who do not know much 

about Dyslexia, don't consider it important. Audiobooks, Text-to-Speech Apps, Recording Technology, 

taking pictures of the board are very useful in teaching dyslexics. So, an adequate teachers training is 

needed (for teaching in a diverse classroom). 

The lack of knowledge in understanding how the children with dyslexia think and the lack of use of their 

creative potential. 

Need for more group interactive worksheets, various grammar games and spelling flashcards. 

Teaching pedagogies related to dyslexia weren’t taught during University years and teachers were not 

provided with courses on this topic. 

 

Does your government provide training for 
teachers related to the foreign language 

learning of dyslexic students? 

Yes No I don't know



 

 


