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Introduction 
The aim of desk research is to present the current good practices, policies, Continuing Professional 

Development programmes for teachers, and gaps in teaching pedagogies for dyslexic children (DYSCHII) 

in terms of using e-tools. Seeking good practices related to the language education of dyslexic children 

or national policies supporting the overall education of dyslexic students try to base on OER (Open 

Educational Resources) and examples or regulations/ conventions widely accessible on the Internet. Do 

not forget to include the references/ bibliography/ webography. 

In terms of support services, CPD programmes for professionals or linguists teaching dyslexic students, 

including the deficiencies in teaching pedagogies, the best option would be any kind of interview with 

the proper addressee being familiarized with the issue. Please be brief and concise in your answers. 

The maximum volume of the whole document should cover 2-3 pages. 

Present 2-3 good practices related to the language education of 

dyslexic children. 
 

• Using a personalised and multisensory approach in teaching English. Adapting lessons to meet 

the needs of all students and ensuring that students with learning difficulties feel comfortable 

in the classroom. 

• Sticking to routines and following clear schedules.  

• Using visual stimuli for vocabulary learning, highlighting parts of speech for coding grammar 

and syntax, blocking out unnecessary stimuli and using appropriate teaching technologies. 

• Providing multisensory lessons which involve role play, games, songs and other group activities. 

• Giving dyslexic students time to process information and do any activities at their own pace. 

• Using a bigger font in worksheets. 

• Using Microsoft immersive readers to adapt the font to our students’ preferences 

• Using mind maps to help consolidate vocabulary and grammar. 

• Using highlighted words or phrases to draw our student’s attention to the desired part of a 

phrase or text. 

• When we teach students the alphabet kinesthetic exercises, such as the formation of letters in 

the air or in sand or in clay, should be used as they strengthen the imprinting of the letter in the 

long-term memory. 

• Before reading, building words on paper or plasticine as well as embellishing the text with 

pictures is quite helpful. In addition, teaching unknown words in advance and annotating the 

title helps to understand the text. 

• When reading, teaching should be done gradually from single words to sentences. The use of a 

ruler so as to stick to the correct line that the student reads may make the reading easier. The 

use of flashcards and learning the words in conceptual groups and the formation of teams of 

students who can help each other lead to better acquisition (British Dyslexia Association) ( 



 

  

http://prosvasimo.iep.edu.gr/el/yparxon-ekpaideutiko-logismiko/mathisiakes-duskolies) 

 

What are the national policies which support the overall 

education of dyslexic children, with special emphasis on 

language education sector? 
 

First of all, there is support regarding the diagnosis of dyslexia which is made by Services that are 

certified by the Ministry of Education and include the Centers for Differential Diagnosis and Support of 

students with special educational needs (Government Gazette 4547/2018). What is more, there are 

integration classes for children with learning difficulties, in both the primary and secondary education. 

Furthermore, the Greek educational system provides special treatment for dyslexic students by 

replacing written exams with oral ones, through which they are given access to tertiary education.  

Also, concerning foreign language exams extra time is given to students with dyslexia. Finally, seminars 

for teachers are organized by School Coordinators and specialists in Special Education issues offering 

guidance and support regarding the handling of students with dyslexia and other learning difficulties. 

For the teaching of the English language there is not a national policy. The teachers of English 

themselves, voluntarily, attend seminars on dyslexia and seek for advice from the teachers of general 

education,  specialized on learning difficulties.  

 

Are there any support services (e.g. associations, advisors) that 

provide teachers with resources to respond to dyslexic children’s 

needs and create tailor-made/ customized language curricula for 

them? 
 

The planning and implementation of instructive seminars, training activities, and lifelong learning 

initiatives are organized by the Ministry of Education in collaboration with the Regional Education  

Supervisor or the Education  Supervisors and the Educational Advisors of the Education Directorates of 

the KE.D.A.S.Y. headquarters, upon approval by the Regional Quality Supervisor of Education, for the 

benefit of the members of the school community. EAE's educational services include official diagnosis, 

diagnosis, evaluation and identification of special educational needs, systematic pedagogical 

intervention with specialized and appropriately adapted educational tools and programs, which are 

implemented by the local Differentiated Diagnosis, Diagnosis and Support Centers Special Education 

There are also associations and advisors that  supervise and assist teachers, parents and students. 

Unfortunately, the state centers usually try to deal with dyslexia in the mother tongue, that is Greek. 

Little progress has been done concerning the teaching of English.  

Apart from the public sector there are numerous private practitioners and organizations that specialize 

on learning disabilities.  

http://prosvasimo.iep.edu.gr/el/yparxon-ekpaideutiko-logismiko/mathisiakes-duskolies


 

  

Are there any CPD (Continuing Professional Development) 

programmes  for teachers specialized in dyslexia? If yes, specify 

them briefly. Are these programmes addressed to staff teaching 

students with SpLD (Special Learning Difficulties), e.g. dyslexia or 

they are very general? 
 

There are many University programmes which provide specialization in Special Education and they are 

also carried out electronically. Most of these programmes are conducted by the National and 

Kapodistrian University of Athens.  

The School of English in Aristotle University Thessaloniki used used to run a seminar on dyslexia called 

Dystefl. 

What are the gaps in teaching pedagogies for dyslexic children 

(DYSCHII) in terms of using new technologies? (The gaps can be 

closely related to the particular needs of both teachers and 

dyslexic children). 
 

There have not been any serious attempts in creating proper educational material to address the needs 

of dyslexic learners, let alone guides as to how to use new technologies. 

Most of the teachers search online for educational software that matches the needs of these learners 

and through trial and error, figure out how to navigate through these platforms and adjust them to their 

learners’ needs. This of course highlights the fact, that the full potential of these platforms may  be fully 

exploited.  

Therefore, assistive technology should be employed in the teaching pedagogies for dyslexic children in 

order to enrich the traditional methods of instruction for teaching reading and writing. What is more, 

the learners’ independence will be built and along with that, their self-confidence will be boosted, 

characteristics which will help them to put their reading difficulties aside and focus on their strengths.  

Finally, new technologies and electronic tools for the teaching of language to dyslexic children will fill 

the existing gap in the teaching curricula and teaching resources and it will offer teachers a sound basis 

to work on, as well as save them valuable time and energy.  
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